
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
7 NOVEMBER 2018 

7:30 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a regular meeting at 7:30 PM on November 7, 2018 at Village Hall, 
50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509. 

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault, George Gaspar  
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Michelle Chiudina 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
1. Diane Chickering – Suburban Carting RECYCLING Presentation/Demonstration – changing from single stream to dual 

stream recycling starting in January, 2019.  Deputy Mayor Piccini introduces the subject and Suburban Carting’s 
Recycling Coordinator Diane Chickering.  The changes to recycling are being driven by forces in the global economy.  
Diane Chickering says as of January 1, 2018 they will be asking the residents to separate the cardboard and paper 
from the glass/plastic/cans into two separate bins for normal pickup on Fridays the same day as now.  Ms. 
Chickering says some the contents should be separated from the cardboard box and only the cardboard portion is 
recycling.  Ms. Chickering says the resident can use a cardboard box as a container for paper and cardboard instead 
of buying a separate bin but they could do either.  Ms. Chickering says contamination of the loads is from non-
recyclable plastics like plastic bags or anything that does not have a number of 1,2,3,4,5,6 except for very small or 
thin items, even if they have a 1-6 number they will not be recyclable.  If the plastic is not stamped with a number 1 
through 6 it is not recyclable plastic.  No food should be left in any recyclable container, it will contaminate the 
entire load and be left behind on the street.  All recycling must be clean or it should be thrown out with the garbage.  
No kitchen pots, pans or utensils are accepted.  Information sheets will be sent to residents in the December refuse 
bills and will be available on our website and Suburban Carting website for further information.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini says we will work on the information sheets to present the information in as clear and concise a manner as 
possible.   

2. DPW Report – DPW Superintendent Domenic Consentino says the leaves are being picked up but we need a new 
leaf box and will get quotes.  Mr. Consentino says the outside of the water tank needs to be pressure washed and 
will get quotes for that.  Trustee Bryde asks if the flower baskets can be taken down and the older baskets be 
brought up to Village Hall for a holiday display.  Mr. Consentino says that will be done so that the holiday baskets 
can be up before December 1st.   
2.1. Water Shut-off Account 214 – Mayor Schoenig motions to shut off water if not brought up to date by Friday, 

Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
2.2. Water bill adjustment request Account 289 – Michael Coughlin explains the high water bill was caused by a leak 

outside and did not leak into the sewer system.  Mayor Schoenig asks about the water bypass that was found 
on the water line today.  Mr. Coughlin says he did not know that was an illegal situation.  Mayor Schoenig said 
they would discuss the matter further in executive session and let Mr. Coughlin know the outcome. 

3. 530 N. Main SEUP – Peder Scott representing the applicant at 530 N. Main Street for the Special Exception Use 
Permit provides an overview of the submittal for engineering review for SEQR and stormwater management.  
Trustee Gaspar says the plan needs to take into account all the storm sewer drainage in the area of North Main 
Street for full loan consideration.  Trustee Gaspar also asks that the wall height be lowered as much as possible.   
Village Counsel says the Board needs to determine if the applicant has a complete Special Exception Use Permit 



application, declare lead agency for SEQRA, set a public hearing for the SEUP, refer the application to Planning Board 
for a recommendation and refer the application to Putnam County Planning under ML 239-m for review.  Mayor 
Schoenig motions the Village of Brewster’s intent to declare lead agency of a Type 2 action, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in 
favor 5 to 0.  Mayor Schoenig motions to set the public hearing for the 530 N. Main Street Special Exception Use 
Permit for January 16, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible at Village Hall 50 Main Street, Brewster, 
NY 10509, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Mayor Schoenig motions to refer the application to the Planning 
Board for review and recommendation, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Mayor Schoenig motions to refer the 
application to Putnam County Planning for review under Municipal Law 239-m, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
Applicant asks if he can have a copy of Planning Board comments.   Village Counsel says we will provide any 
comments received and Planning Board meetings are open to the public. 

4. Engineer’s Report – Todd Atkinson delivers the engineering report through October 17, 2018.  Copy attached to 
these minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Engineer’s report dated October 17, 2018, Deputy Mayor 
Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says there was an overflow of runoff on Eastview during a heavy 
rainfall last week.  Mr. Atkinson says he will investigate the cause and work to remediate.   

5. DASNY SAM Grant Authorization To Sign And Submit Final Application For The Construction Of A Connector From 
Wells Park To The Bikeway – Trustee Boissonnault motions to authorize Mayor Schoenig to sign and submit the 
DASNY SAM Grant application for $100,0000, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

6. Financial Update – Treasurer Hansen says the revenues and expenditures are running true to the budget plan.  Cash 
flow is an ongoing concern and we are diligently pursuing payment of receivables due and payable to the Village.   

7. Minutes for approval:  
7.1. October 17, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes – Trustee Bryde motions to approve the October 17, 2018 Minutes, 

Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
8. Vouchers Payable – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 

8.1. A -  General Fund $39,177.45 
8.2. C –  Refuse & Garbage 643.52 
8.3. EN -  Engineering Fees Escrow 6,622.50 
8.4. F -  Water Fund 192,451.01 
8.5. G -  Sewer Fund 116,211.44 
8.6. H63   Tonetta Brook Marvin Ave 4,142.54 
8.7. T -  Trust & Agency 7,461.78 

8.8. Total Vouchers Payable $366,710.24 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
9. Other Business 

9.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini says given the issue of cash flow concerns, questions waiving fees for events as a matter 
of course and whether we should be doing that or not.  Mayor Schoenig says he would not want to ask for fees 
from the Fire Department or Veterans or any other organization as these organizations benefit the community 
but it is a good point to discuss.  General consensus among the Board to continue the practice of waiving fees at 
the discretion of the Board. 

9.2. Trustee Bryde discusses the baskets for the holiday season and is targeting hanging the baskets before the tree 
lighting on December 1, 2018.  Trustee Bryde says the pictures for the Women of Distinction are still not all in 
but she continues to work on them. 

10. New Business 
10.1. Trustee Gaspar would like to eliminate heavy equipment overnight parking on residential streets and on 

properties in residential neighborhoods.   
10.2. Trustee Bryde reminds everyone that the annual Veteran’s Day ceremony is Sunday, November 11, 

2018, 11:00 a.m., at Veteran’s Memorial Field.  Trustee Bryde compliments Mayor Schoenig and Chief Del 
Gardo on donating $9,000 of K-9 donations to the Putnam County SPCA.  

10.3. Deputy Mayor Piccini says the accommodation reached with Suburban Carting was in concert with the 
Town of Southeast and Suburban Carting has responded to our requests. 

10.4. Trustee Bryde says she attends Community That Cares and says Bruce Kelly is retiring and she is sorry to 
see him go. 

11. Public Comment  
11.1. Marcy Wenzel says the December garbage assessment is outrageous and she can’t afford to continue 

paying for garbage.  Patti Smith says she pays for water, sewer and garbage she doesn’t use when she is in 
Florida for four months a year.  Marci Wenzel says it is unfair to have to pay for these services when she hardly 



uses any garbage, water or sewer.  Mayor Schoenig says when we established rates we did take the low 
consumption users into account and the water and sewer rates we charge reflect that.  The more volume used 
the higher the bill.  The refuse is strictly based on per residential unit.  Clerk & Treasurer Hansen says he will 
look into the possibility of budgetary billing/payments. 

11.2. Karen Saunders suggests a graded refuse bill based on square footage.   
11.3. Rick Stockburger Planning Federation Planning Board training is budgeted and needed.  Mayor Schoenig 

says to ask the Chairman to make the request. 
11.4. Rick Stockburger says he does not want square footage factored into refuse billing.   

12. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss legal matters, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 
to 0. 

13. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session, resume the regular meeting and adjourn, Trustee Gaspar 
2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

  















 


